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he year before her ; and only an insane daughter ind a wild, unsatisfactory son survived her. This errible blow broke her heart, and she shut herself ip and refused to see even Balzac during the last '-ear of her life. The end must at any rate have >een peaceful, as, in order to prolong her existence LS much as possible, it had been found necessary to eparate her from the irritable husband with whose ragaries she had borne patiently during thirty tedious ''ears ; but perhaps she was sorry in the end that his was necessary. Madame de Mortsauf, in the ' Lys dans la Vallee," is intended to be a portrait of icr, though Balzac says that he has only managed o give a faint reflection of her perfections. How-:ver this may be, Henriette de Mortsauf is a harming and ethereal creation, and from her we an understand the fascination Madame de Berny ;xerted over Balzac, and can realise that, as he ays to Madame Hanska, her loss could never be nade up to him. It is possible also to sympathise vith the feeling, perhaps unacknowledged even to dmself, which peeps out in a letter to Madame lanska in 1840.* In this he reproaches his corespondent for her littleness in not writing to him lecause he cannot answer her letters quickly, and ells her that he has lately been in such straits that ie has not been able to pay for franking his letters, nd has several times eaten a roll on the Boulevards or his dinner. He goes on: " Ah ! I implore you, io not make comparisons between yourself and
* <( T..At±rfts n T/F/hrnno-prp. "omment,ways makes for him; and thismily, were observed, by the fiction that the midst of suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
